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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicant requests reconsideration of this Patent Application, 
particularly in view of the above Amendment and the following remarks. 

Applicant has enclosed a check for the Filing Fee necessary for 
additional claims. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee or to 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 19-3550. 

Summary of Personal Interview 

During the personal interview on 20 March 2007, the undersigned 
discussed further amendments to the claim language that may be used to define over 
the prior art of record. The undersigned acknowledges the Examiner's remarks on 
Page 3 of the Interview Summary (Form PTOL-413), dated 20 March 2007. The 
above Amendment is an attempt to respond to the Examiner's recommendation to add 
language referring to corresponding thicknesses in regions of lower and higher 
flexibility. 

Amendment to Claims 

Applicant has amended each of independent Claims 1 and 23 by adding 
limitations to further define thicker regions having a higher flexibility and thinner 
regions having a lower flexibility, as well as the relative position of the regions with 
respect to each other. The above Amendment to Claims 1 and 23 are fully supported 
in the specification, for example, at Page 9, line 15 through Page 12, line 5, and as 
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shown in Figs. 2-4. The above Amendment to Claims 1 and 23 adds no new matter 
to this Patent Application. 

Applicants have added Claims 24-26. The added Claims are fully 
supported in the specification, for example, at Page 9, line 15 through Page 12, line 
5, and as shown in Figs. 2-4. New Claims 24-26 add no new matter to this Patent 
Application. 

Claims Rejection - 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1-7, 14-18, 21 and 22 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a), as being unpatentable over Bejean et al., U.S. Patent 5,275,428, in view of 
Trnka, U.S. Patent 6,659,493. 

From the personal interview, the undersigned understands that adding 
the limitations shown in the above Amendment would overcome the teachings of the 
Bejean et al. Patent and the Trnka Patent. For these reasons, Applicant believes that 
the above Amendment and remarks overcome each and every rejection set forth in the 
Office Action mailed on 19 December 2006. 

Request for Telephone Interview 

Should the Examiner determine that the above Amendment does not 
overcome the prior art of record, Applicant kindly request the Examiner to contact the 
undersigned by telephone, in an effort to expedite examination of this Patent 
Application. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant believes that the above Amendment and remarks address each 



and every issue raised by the Examiner and overcome each and every objection and 
rejection. However, should the Examiner detect any remaining issue, Applicant 
kindly requests the Examiner to contact the undersigned, preferably by telephone, in 
an effort to expedite examination of this Patent Application. 



Pauley Petersen & Erickson 
2800 West Higgins Road; Suite 365 
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60169 
TEL (847) 490-1400 
FAX (847) 490-1403 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 33,295 
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